
African-Americans Fighting in the Civil War 
 
Originally, African-Americans were not allowed to fight in the army, but that 
changed after 1863.  At that point many African-Americans signed up, and there 
are records of the fight songs they sang as they marched.  Below are the lyrics to 
the first, second, and last verses of the “First Arkansas Marching Song” sung by 
the First Arkansas Colored Regiment.  It was written by Captain Lindley Miller, 
and the song goes to the melody of “John Brown’s Body”. 
 
Oh, we’re the bully* soldiers of the “First of Arkansas,” (*in this case, bully = “very good”) 

We are fighting for the Union, we are fighting for the law, 
We can hit a Rebel further than a white man ever saw, 
As we go marching on… 
 
CHORUS:  
Glory, glory, hallelujah,  
Glory, glory, hallelujah, 
Glory, glory, hallelujah, 
As we go marching on. 
 
See, there above the center, where the flag is waving bright, 
We are going out of slavery; we are bound for freedom’s light; 
We mean to show Jeff Davis how the Africans can fight, 
As we go marching on. 
 
CHORUS 
 
Then fall in*, colored brethren, you’d better do it soon, (*fall in = get in military formation) 
Don’t you hear the drum a-beating the Yankee Doodle tune? 
We are with you now this morning, we’ll be far away at noon, 
As we go marching on. 
(http://www.civilwarpoetry.org/union/songs/arkansas.html)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In order to encourage African-Americans to sign 
up to fight in the war, recruitment posters were 
placed around many cities.  This one is from 
1863, and it hung in Pennsylvania. 
 



 

 
 
 


